
Lincoln Park Neighborhood Plan Advisory Group 
Summary Meeting minutes 

February 20, 2003 
 
Members present: Merion Green, Fran Hawkins, Tolu Odunlami, Anita Summerour, Geraldine 
Evans Wilson   
 
Staff:  Mayra Bayonet, Neal Owens, Jim Wasilak 
 
Opening Remarks/Administrative Items  
 
Tolu Odunlami opened the meeting.  Jim outlined the agenda for the evening, which is to discuss 
the public facilities issues in the neighborhood.  Neal Owens, the community center supervisor, 
will outline some of the plans for the community center and park.  The Group will also discuss 
the future schedule. 
 
Discussion of Public Facilities Issues  
 
Neal Owens provided an overview of the programming and services offered by the center, which 
is considered a hub of community activity.  The fitness center has become very successful, 
allowing additional machines to be purchased.  In addition, groups from outside the 
neighborhood have been utilizing the facility, such as basketball practices.  There are two after 
school programs offered, including the kid’s room program for grades 1-5, and the Teen Time 
program, offering homework help and computer training for grades 6-12.   
 
Neal reported that new playground equipment will be installed in Isreal Park, which should result 
in one of the nicest playgrounds in the City.  The park hosts football and baseball practices and 
games in the fall and spring.  In the summer, the park will host one of the City’s playground  
program sites.  The Center hosts 6-8 rentals per month for parties and gatherings.  In the spring 
there will be two children’s classes offered, African Dance and Ballet.  These are the first classes 
offered at the Center.  The Center will also offer a College Prep program to provide help for 
those students interested in applying to college or interested in the military.  This will probably 
be offered on weekends for 10th and 11th graders.  Neal reported that there will be a computer 
upgrade over the summer, and that the gym floor will be replaced.  The gym will need to be 
closed for three days, probably in August.  New tables and gym equipment will be ordered. 
 
Merion asked about the fee for the fitness center, and Neal responded that it is $30 annually.  
Fran Hawkins asked about summer jobs, and Neal responded that the only opportunity will be 
for volunteers for the playground program.  Tolu asked about City summer job opportunities, and 
Neal said that he can get information for him about jobs like camp counselors.  The first  summer 
job applicants will be screened on March 22.  Tolu asked about rentals for weddings and events.  
Anita Summerour asked whether the Center could get a stove, and Neal responded that this is 
being looked into.  This would help to attract additional events. 
 
Anita and Fran discussed the card games that used to be held at the Center.  Most people played 
“bid weiss” or spades, and the sessions were very popular.  Neal stated that this might be 
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something that could be started at the center.  There could be other board games as well.  
Geraldine Evans Wilson added that there used to be adult night, which included cards and ping-
pong.  Neal asked about how to get the word out, and the response was the flyers would probably 
be best.  Neal pointed out the there will be a yard sale at the Center on April 26, where people 
can rent a table and sell items.  Anita asked about a clean-up day that she may have read about in 
Rockville Reports.  Mayra Bayonet said she thought East Rockville had discussed something 
about it.  Neal reported that there are some special needs groups that utilize the center.   
 
Jim stated that it doesn’t seem like many improvements are planned for the center given the 
recent renovations, with just some fine-tuning in the near future.  Neal added that there will be 
additional lights placed in the parking lot this spring.  Neal clarified that the playground 
equipment will be replaced in Isreal Park, but that the equipment near the Center will remain.  
Anita asked whether a fitness trail could be installed around the park, and Neal responded that he 
would look into it.  Neal noted that the fitness trainer is available from 6 to 10 p.m. in the 
evenings.  Geraldine asked about programs for younger children, since she missed the beginning 
of the meeting, and Neal reviewed the programs that were described previously.  Anita asked 
whether someone from the community who had been to college could talk to the participants in 
the College Prep program.  Neal stated that the program is available to let participants know 
what is available to them, including help with paperwork necessary for prospective athletes.  
Geraldine asked whether her weight management class could also meet at the Center, and Neal 
responded yes, and that he has tried to get Weight Watchers to have a program at the center.  
Fran emphasized that the College Prep program is important because not all needs are met at 
Richard Montgomery High School.   
 
Geraldine suggested that there might be an opportunity for classes for young parents with new 
children, in order to help them along.  Anita noted that there is a forum on March 22 with school 
principals and students at the community center.  Anita asked whether the community center was 
the only city facility in the neighborhood, and Neal responded that this also includes Isreal Park, 
although it is essentially the same facility.   
 
Jim asked about the adequacy of other public facilities in the neighborhood.  The 1984 Plan 
indicated that there were concerns at that time.  Jim asked about the police presence, and the 
Group felt that this was very good.  No one felt uncomfortable in the neighborhood, even though 
there are some loiterers from outside the community that are a constant presence.  There is a 
problem with those who are trying to obtain drugs in the community, especially around the 
shopping center.  Neal offered that it might be valuable to note tag numbers, and to record their 
frequency for the police.   
 
Next Steps  
 
Anita noted that on the minutes from February 4, it was Obie Moore who attended, not Obie 
Addison. 
 
Jim stated that the next meeting would be on Thursday, March 6 at the Lincoln Park Community 
Center to discuss the framework document.  This will be a summary of all decisions and 
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recommendations that the Group has made, and will be a preparation for a future joint meeting 
with East Rockville. 
 
Jim discussed the WINX property on Ashley Avenue, which is not in the City, and is subject to 
the Upper Rock Creek Master Plan that is being updated by the County.  He reported that there is 
an effort on the part of the County Planning Board to increase the amount of affordable housing, 
in the form of MPDUs, in the planning area.  Jim’s concern is that the property may be a target 
for affordable housing, which usually means increased density.  The Group has been very clear 
about not wanting apartment units.  Jim will be going to the Park and Planning worksession on 
March 6, so he will be able to report on the progress.  Fran said to let them know that if it does 
not involve ownership opportunities, then it is not acceptable.  Jim stated that he had been talking 
with Park and Planning staff, and had explained what the Advisory Group wanted for the 
property.  This had been in line with what had been discussed, before the affordable housing 
initiative.  Geraldine asked whether the Advisory Group could address the County Planning 
Board directly, and Jim answered that the record has closed, but the City had previously 
provided testimony explaining what the Advisory Group recommends for the property.  There 
will still be an opportunity to address the County Council.  The situation is complicated in that 
the property is the subject of pending litigation which could affect who controls the property.  In 
addition, the radio station has a long-term lease for the site.  Fran stated that she would rather see 
nothing happen there than have something other than residential.  Jim reported that East 
Rockville will hold a community meeting on Tuesday, March 11 at Maryvale Elementary.   
 


